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• House Bill 319 (Coyner) a nd Sena te Bill 616 (Luca s), both known a s the 
Virg inia  Litera cy Act , pa ssed una nimously out  of the 20 22 Genera l 
Assembly.
• The Virg inia  Litera cy Act  is a  comprehensive, mult i-pronged a pproa ch 

for ensuring  evidence-ba sed litera cy instruct ion is implemented in a ll 
ea rly lea rning  cla ssrooms. 

• There were corresponding  amendments to the Appropriation Act to 
fund the state share of new initiatives, including staffing .

• The provisions of the Act  become effect ive beginning  with the 24-
25SY.

• Delega te Dela ney’s HB418  a nd HB419 a re both complements to the Act  
a nd a ddress the a llowa ble uses of Ea rly Intervention Rea ding  Init ia t ive 
funds a s well a s the audit and approval of educator preparation 
programs, respectively.

THE VIRGINIA 
LITERACY ACT



MAJOR COMPONENTS

1. Definitions
a . Esta blishes the definit ion of evidence-ba sed litera cy instruct ion a nd science-ba sed rea ding  

instruct ion, terms tha t  serve a s the ba sis of the bill’s other new a nd a mendment requirements.

2. Instruction and Intervention Programs
a . Requires both the instruct iona l a nd intervention progra ms in grades K -3 be a ligned with 

science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch, a s set  out  in a  d ivision wide litera cy pla n (pa rt  of the division 
wide comprehensive pla n).

b . Ma inta ins the current  screening  model to identify students with rea ding  deficiencies. Those 
students identified  a s in need of intervention services must  now ha ve those services documented 
in a  student  rea ding  pla n.

c. Ensures pa rents a re enga ged in the development of the student  rea ding  pla ns a nd ha ve a ccess 
to resources to support  litera cy development a t  home.

3. Staffing Requirements
a . Adds a  d ivision wide sta ffing  ra t io of one rea ding  specia list  per 550  students in K-3.



MAJOR COMPONENTS (CONT’D)

4.Professional Development and Training
a . Requires principa ls a nd certa in tea chers be provided with professiona l development a nd 

tra ining  in science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd evidence-ba sed litera cy instruction.

5. Teacher Licensure
a.Stipulates that the literacy assessment for initial licensure or on an alternate route to 

licensure with certain endorsements include a rigorous test of science -based reading 
research and evidence -based literacy instruction.

b.Requires every person seeking initial licensure with certain endorsements complete study in 
science-based reading research and evidence -based literacy instruction.

c. Establishes a microcredential program for earning an add -on reading specialist 
endorsement.

6. Educator Preparation 
Requires a ny educa tor prepa ra t ion progra m providing  coursework a nd/or tra ining  for certa in 
endorsements or cert ifica t ions ensure ca ndida tes ha ve a  progra m of coursework a nd 
demonstra te ma stery in science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd evidence-ba sed litera cy 
instruction.



BOARD AND 
DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES

5



INSTRUCTION AND INTERVENTION

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Develop a  list  of core litera cy curricula , 
supplementa l instruction pra ct ices a nd progra ms, 
a nd intervention progra ms tha t  consist  of evidence-
ba sed litera cy instruction a ligned with science-ba sed 
rea ding  resea rch.

Approve the list  developed by the VDO E.

Approve a lterna tive litera cy progra ms submitted for 
use by school d ivisions tha t  opt  not  to use one on 
the Depa rtment 's list .

Develop a  templa te for student rea ding  p la ns. Provide guida nce on the content  of the student 
rea ding  p la ns.



INSTRUCTION AND INTERVENTION
(CONT’D)

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Develop a nd implement a  p la n for the a nnua l 
collection a nd public reporting  of d ivision-level a nd 
school-level litera cy da ta .

Provide free online evidence-ba sed litera cy 
instruct ion resources tha t  ca n be a ccessed by 
pa rents a nd loca l school boa rds.

Develop a  templa te for a  d ivisionwide litera cy p la n, 
which must  include certa in enumera ted elements.

Issue guida nce on the contents of the d ivisionwide 
litera cy p la n for pre-kinderga rten through gra de 
three.



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
TRAINING

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Provide technica l a ssista nce, including  litera cy coa ching , 
to loca l school d ivisions to provide professiona l 
development.

Crea te a  list  of professiona l development progra ms 
a ligned with science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd 
evidence-ba sed litera cy instruct ion tha t  includes 
progra ms tha t  provide tra ining  in dyslexia  for rea ding  
specia lists.

Approve the professiona l development list  crea ted  by the 
VDO E.

Provide guida nce on high-qua lity professiona l 
development in science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd 
evidence-ba sed litera cy instruct ion for individua ls with 
certa in endorsements. 



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
TRAINING (CONT’D)

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Provide resources to loca l school d ivisions to ensure 
tha t  ea ch division is a ble to provide professiona l 
development to tea chers a nd rea ding  specia lists a t  no 
cost  to the tea chers a nd rea ding  specia lists.

Esta blish a microcredential progra m for the rea ding  
specia list  endorsement a rea  in evidence-ba sed litera cy 
instruct ion a nd science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a s well 
a s the identifica t ion of a nd the a ppropria te 
interventions, a ccommoda tions, a nd tea ching  
techniques for students with dyslexia  or a  rela ted 
disorder. 

Issue guida nce tha t  determines how the series of 
microcredentia ls a wa rded to tea chers would be used to 
a wa rd a n add -on endorsement as a reading 
specialist .



TEACHER EDUCATION AND 
LICENSURE

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Provide support to the Board in amending its regulations 
governing licensure and educator preparation programs.

Amend regulations governing licensure and educator 
preparation programs to require that:
● The litera cy a ssessment for certa in endorsements 

include a  rigorous test  of science-ba sed rea ding  
resea rch a nd evidence-ba sed litera cy instruction 
(a lrea dy a ddressed in most  recent  upda te to the 
a ssessment);

● Ca ndida tes for certa in endorsements complete study in 
science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd evidence-ba sed 
litera cy instruction; a nd

● Enumera ted progra ms provide a  progra m of coursework 
a nd require such students to demonstra te ma stery in 
science-ba sed rea ding  resea rch a nd evidence-ba sed 
litera cy instruction.



QUESTIONS
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