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Civic Engagement Definition
• Working to make a difference in the civic life of 

our communities and developing the 
combination of knowledge, skills, values and 
motivation to make that difference.

• Promoting the quality of life in a community, 
through both political and non-political 
processes.

(from Civic Responsibility and Higher Education, edited by Thomas Ehrlich, 
published by Oryx Press, 2000, Preface, page vi.) 



Compelling question?

1. How would you recognize a civically 
engaged person? 
 Knowledge, skills and abilities?

1. How civically engaged are we?
 Are we modeling civic engagement?



Civic Engagement Check-Up

Political Activities
 Voted 2016?
 Voted 2014?
Worked for a candidate?
 Attended a forum or a debate?
 Gave money to party or candidate?

Discuss Politics and Current Events
With like-minded people? How often?
With folks with opposite views? How often?

Community Involvement Activities (secular)
 How many community groups?
 Provide direct volunteer service?
 Serve on committee or board



Religious Activities
 Have a religious affiliation?
 Attend worship services  weekly?
 Contribute money to your place of worship?
 Actively involved in governance your place of worship?

Contribution Activities
 Give money to secular charitable cause
 Give money to religious organization
 Donate food, clothing, toys, etc
 Give blood

Informal Socializing
 Get together with friends regularly

Civic Engagement Check-Up 



News Exposure Activities

Social Media/Internet Activities

Completely changed in past 10 years

Source of news

 TV

 Radio

 Internet

Civic Engagement Check-Up 
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Many Methods & Modalities
Social studies curriculum
Service-learning
Leadership
Mentoring

Dialogue & Deliberation 
From classroom to community



TOOLS YOU CAN USE

Community Planning Meets Classroom Education
Home

What's Our
Story?

Why
Community
Planning?

Why Include
Youth?

Curriculum
Design

Community
I t

ORTON FAMILY FOUNDATION 
http://orton.org



More TOOLS YOU CAN USE
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National Issues Forum
Bullying: 

How Do We Prevent It?



1. Welcome & Ground Rules
2. Personal Stake 
3. Deliberation

Option One – GET TOUGH ON BULLYING
Option Two – EQUIP SCHOOLS TO ADDRESS BULLYING
Option Three – ENGAGE COMMUNITY & PARENTS

4. Reflections - Hearing a Public Voice
Individual
Group
Next-Steps

Post-Forum Ballot

Bullying: How Do We Prevent It?



Ground Rules & Guidance
• The moderator(s) will guide the discussion, but remain neutral. 

• Everyone is encouraged to participate.
No one dominates.

• The discussion stays focused on the issue at hand.

• All three approaches are fairly considered.
Examine the pros, cons and possible trade-offs of each approach.

• Maintain an atmosphere for discussion and analysis of the 
approaches. 

This is a deliberative discussion, NOT a debate.

• Listening is as important as talking.

• Work toward making a decision. 
How would you act on this issue?
What approach is best for our community?



7
7

Get tough on bullying, with strict consequences and zero tolerance is the best course. 
Send a clear message and punish wrong doers

Bullying is best addressed by focusing on preventive measures in schools. Help Schools 
foster a culture of respect and equipping them with programs that are proven to reduce 

bullying 

Bullying is found everywhere in society, not just in schools.  Issues should be addressed 
in families and the community as a whole.

Option One – GET TOUGH ON BULLYING

Option Two – EQUIP SCHOOLS TO ADDRESS BULLYING

Option Three – ENGAGE COMMUNITY & PARENTS

Bullying: How Do We Prevent It?Bullying: How Do We Prevent It?



Option One – GET TOUGH ON BULLYING
What might be done? Consequences to consider



Option Two – EQUIP SCHOOLS TO ADDRESS 
BULLYING

What might be done? Consequences to consider



Option Three – ENGAGE COMMUNITY & PARENTS

See hand out 

What might be done? Consequences to consider



REFLECTING & WEIGHING-IN
• How has your thinking about this issue changed?
• Has your thinking about how others view this issue 

changed?
• Did our forum result in a shared sense of purpose or 

direction? 
• If so, what is it?

• Agreement on?
• Needs further discussion?

• What trade-offs are we (or are we not) willing to make to 
move in a shared direction?

• What recommendations would you make to policy and 
decision-makers regarding in your school system

• What can you do about this issue in your school?


