
Agenda Item: J

Date: July 21, 2022

Title: First Review of Request from Albemarle County Public Schools to
Waive 8VAC20-160-50 Regarding the Weighting of AP and IB
Courses on Secondary School Transcripts

Presenter: Dr. Leslie Sale, Director, Office of Policy

Email: Leslie.Sale@doe.virginia.gov Phone: (804) 371-0558

Purpose of Presentation:
Action required by state or federal law or regulation.

Executive Summary
Albemarle County Public Schools (ACPS) is requesting that the Virginia Board of Education
(Board) approve the extension of an existing waiver of the requirement to weight credits for
Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, as set out by
8VAC20-160-50 of the Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts. ACPS contends
that the requirement to weight AP and IB credits has resulted in students taking these courses to
inflate grade point averages rather than seeking course selections aligned with their interests and
college and/or career goals. Additionally, this waiver supports the vision, mission, and values
established in ACPS’ Learning for All strategic plan which identifies as its first goal the
facilitation of learning experiences grounded in high expectations, networks of care, and student
curiosity to ensure academic and personal development for all students.

The Board is authorized to grant such a waiver pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:3 H of the Code of
Virginia, upon request from a local school board, to waive regulatory requirements for a period
of five years. The Board approved ACPS’ original waiver request at its January 22, 2018
business meeting. Without an extension, this waiver is set to expire this school year.

Since ACPS’ original request, the Board has approved comprehensive revisions to the
Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts which gives local school boards the
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discretion to determine whether advanced-level courses will be weighted. While this regulatory
action would provide ACPS with the flexibility it is requesting, because this regulatory action is
still pending in executive branch review, ACPS is proactively pursuing their extension to avoid
any lapse in waiver provisions.

This request supports several of the goals identified in the Board of Education’s Comprehensive
Plan that are intended to ensure the successful implementation of the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate. Specifically, the Plan guides the Board to "[e]nsure rigorous standards to promote
college, career, and civic readiness” and to “[r]eview and identify best practices, and promising
approaches that would benefit local school divisions.”

Action Requested:
Action will be requested at a future meeting. Specify anticipated date below:
September 15, 2022

Superintendent’s Recommendation
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends the Board of Education receive for first
review the ACPS request to waive 8VAC20-160-50 related to the weighting of AP and IB
courses on secondary transcripts. This recommendation is only to receive the item for discussion
because the request comports with the Board’s proposed updates to the Regulations Governing
Secondary School Transcripts. It should be noted that the Superintendent of Public Instruction
has misgivings about recommending this item for approval at an upcoming meeting.

Previous Review or Action:
Previous review or action. Specify date and action taken below:
Date: January 22, 2018
Action: The Board of Education received a presentation from the superintendent and staff of
ACPS on the original waiver request. The Board waived first review and approved the request
from ACPS’ request to waive 8VAC20-160-50 related to the requirement to weight AP and IB
courses.

Background Information and Statutory Authority:
ACPS is seeking an extension of an existing waiver to the provision in 8VAC20-160-50 in the
Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts that states:

Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses shall be
weighted. Local school boards shall determine which other courses/programs are
to receive weighted credits, the amount of weight such courses shall receive, and
how those weighted credits will be used in the determination of grade point
averages in the school or school division.
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ACPS has provided additional details and justification for their request in the attached letter
(Attachment A). In the letter, ACPS cites the observation that the requirement to weight AP and
IB credits has resulted in students taking these courses to inflate grade point averages rather than
seeking course selections aligned with their interests and college and/or career goals.
Additionally, this waiver supports ACPS’ Learning for All strategic plan which identifies as its
first goal the facilitation of learning experiences grounded in high expectations, networks of care,
and student curiosity to ensure academic and personal development for all students.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 H of the Code authorizes the Board, upon request from a local school
board, to waive regulatory requirements for a period of five years:

H…Waivers of regulatory requirements may be granted by the Board of Education
based on submission of a request from the division superintendent and chairman
of the local school board. The Board of Education may grant, for a period up to
five years, a waiver of regulatory requirements that are not (i) mandated by state
or federal law or (ii) designed to promote health or safety. The school board shall
provide in its waiver request a description of how the releases from state
regulations are designed to increase the quality of instruction and improve the
achievement of students in the affected school or schools. …

ACPS’ request does not conflict with federal law nor does it impact the health and safety of its
school community.

Because the Board is only authorized to approve such waivers for a five-year period, ACPS’
current waiver is set to expire in January 2023. This request would extend its waiver for an
additional 5 years through January 2028. However, the need for the waiver may expire prior to
the end of the 5 year extension. Since ACPS’ original request, the Board has approved
comprehensive revisions to the Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts which
gives school boards the discretion to determine whether advanced-level courses will be
weighted. The new regulatory language will read as follows:

Advanced-level courses may be weighted. Local school boards shall determine
which other courses/programs are to receive weighted credits, the amount of
weight such courses shall receive, and how those weighted credits will be used in
the determination of grade point averages in the school or school division. Local
school boards shall consider equitable access to advanced-level courses when
determining weighting.
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While this regulatory action would provide ACPS with the flexibility it is requesting, because the
regulatory action is still pending in executive branch review, ACPS is proactively pursuing their
extension to avoid any lapse in waiver provisions.

Timetable for Further Review/Action:
It is anticipated that this item will return to the Board for final review on September 15, 2022.

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:
This waiver will be implemented by Albemarle County Public Schools and therefore, will have
no impact on fiscal or human resources at the state level.
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