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What 2-3 words come to mind when you 
think of students being assigned research?
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Why is inquiry different than research?

• Research is imbedded in inquiry learning. Through inquiry, 
students discover real questions about academic topics; these 
questions blossom into research…The extensive research that 
comes out of inquiry allows students to create products worth 
sharing. (Maniotes, Kulthau 2014).

• Inquiry takes time, reflection, and persistence-it can’t be 
rushed to get to the next unit (Maniotes 2013).
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Why is Guided Inquiry Design Different?

• Grounded in constructivist learning
• Created by a 3-member learning team
• Spends a lot of time on connecting prior knowledge and 

building background knowledge
• Positions students as researchers through the development of 

critical questions and focused investigation
• Gives experiences that provide structure and scaffolds which 

equip students to construct new knowledge
• Allows for student voice and choice
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Guided Inquiry Design Framework

• Linear process
• Meant to be done over time
• Phases overlap with the 

next phase

5



How do I plan a guided inquiry unit?

Unit Focus

 What is a topic or 
concept your students could 
explore and investigate to 
construct new knowledge?

Curriculum Connection

 Consider connections to 
the themes, big idea, or 
guiding questions within 
your school's curriculum.
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How will you pique students’ interest and begin 
engaging their minds with the topic/concept?

• Invitation to inquiry
• Open minds
• Stimulate curiosity
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Open: In 
Action

Each class
 Co-creates a definition of 

the concept or topic that 
will be explored

 Reads a text, views a video, 
or analyzes a primary source 
to build prior knowledge and 
make connections to the 
inquiry concept/topic

 Discusses connections
 Analyzes additional 

resources to increase 
thinking about the 
concept/topic
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Open: In 
Action 2

Each class
 Co-creates a definition of 

the concept or topic that 
will be explored

 Reads a text, views a video, 
or analyzes a primary source 
to build prior knowledge and 
make connections to the 
inquiry concept/topic

 Discusses connections
 Analyzes additional 

resources to increase 
thinking about the 
concept/topic
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How will you pique students’ interest and begin 
engaging their minds with the topic/concept?

• Invitation to inquiry
• Open minds
• Stimulate curiosity
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How will you create shared background and prepare your 
students to interact with the informational resources that will 
help focus their inquiry? 

• Build background knowledge
• Connect to content
• Discover interesting ideas
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Students will
 Explore sources that expand 

on the general topic to be 
researched

 Collaborate with peers to 
connect the content and 
discover interesting ideas

Immerse: In 
Action



Immerse: In 
Action 2

Students will
 Explore sources that expand 

on the general topic to be 
researched

 Collaborate with peers to 
connect the content and 
discover interesting ideas
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How will you create shared background and prepare your 
students to interact with the informational resources that will 
help focus their inquiry? 

• Build background knowledge
• Connect to content
• Discover interesting ideas
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How will you give students the opportunity to explore 
interesting ideas by browsing through a variety of texts to get a 
general picture rather than collecting detailed information? 

• Explore interesting ideas
• Look around
• Dip in
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Explore: In 
Action

 Rotate through stations to 
gain sufficient background 
knowledge and to pick up 
interesting ideas

 Work collaboratively as for 
learning from different 
sources of information 

 Jot down interesting ideas 
from a variety of sources

 Complete a reflection to 
synthesize and assimilate new 
ideas that emerge in their 
explorations
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Explore: In 
Action 2

 Rotate through stations to 
gain sufficient background 
knowledge and to pick up 
interesting ideas

 Work collaboratively as for 
learning from different 
sources of information 

 Jot down interesting ideas 
from a variety of sources

 Complete a reflection to 
synthesize and assimilate new 
ideas that emerge in their 
explorations
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How will you give students the opportunity to explore 
interesting ideas by browsing through a variety of texts to get a 
general picture rather than collecting detailed information? 

• Explore interesting ideas
• Look around
• Dip in
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How will students be supported as they identity a focus and 
formulate an open-ended research question?

• Pause and ponder
• Identify inquiry question
• Decide direction
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Identify: In Action

Students will
 Identify a personal focus
 Contrast open and closed 

questions
 Collaborate to create open 

questions
 Create a focused guiding 

question using a graphic 
organizer

 Conference with the teacher
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Identify: In 
Action 2

Students will
 Identify a personal focus
 Contrast open and closed 

questions
 Collaborate to create open 

questions
 Create a focused guiding 

question using a graphic 
organizer

 Conference with the teacher
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How will students be supported as they identity a focus and 
formulate an open-ended research question?

• Pause and ponder
• Identify inquiry question
• Decide direction

22



How will you equip students to determine viable sources?

How will you provide a structure for students’ ideas continue to 
evolve based on thorough reading of information and detailed 
note taking?

• Gather important information 
• Go broad 
• Go deep
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Gather: In 
Action

Students will
 Participate in Mini- lessons 

on:
• Source Evaluation
• Lateral Reading
• Plagiarism
• Citations
• Key words
• Notetaking
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Gather: In 
Action 2

Students will
 Participate in Mini- lessons 

on:
• Source Evaluation
• Lateral Reading
• Plagiarism
• Citations
• Key words
• Notetaking

25



How will you equip students to determine viable sources?

How will you provide a structure for students’ ideas to continue 
to evolve based on thorough reading of information and detailed 
note taking?

• Gather important information 
• Go broad 
• Go deep
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How will students construct their ideas 
as they collect information? 

• Reflect on learning 
• Go beyond facts to make 

meaning 
• Create to communicate
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Create: In 
Action

Student will
 Develop a Project Proposal 

that 
 synthesizes the information 

they gathered from multiple 
sources to compose a 
problem and solution 
analysis, 

 formulates a description of 
an artifact and publishes 
findings

 Cites sources
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Create: In 
Action 2

Student will
 Develop a Project Proposal 

that 
 synthesizes the information 

they gathered from multiple 
sources to compose a 
problem and solution 
analysis, 

 formulates a description of 
an artifact and publishes 
findings

 Cites sources
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How will students construct their ideas 
as they collect information? 

• Reflect on learning 
• Go beyond facts to make 

meaning 
• Create to communicate
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How will you provide the opportunity for students to 
creatively present what they have learned?

• Learn from each other
• Share learning 
• Tell your story
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Share: In 
Action

Students will
 Prepare an original 

presentation
 Creatively present what 

they have learned
 Explore peer presentations
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Share: In 
Action 2

Students will
 Prepare an original 

presentation
 Creatively present what 

they have learned
 Explore peer presentations

33



How will you provide the opportunity for students to 
creatively present what they have learned?

• Learn from each other
• Share learning 
• Tell your story
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How will your students assess what went 
well and what problems they encountered in 
the research process?

• Evaluate achievement of 
learning goals

• Reflect on content
• Reflect on process
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Evaluate: In 
Action

Students will
 Evaluate the guided inquiry 

process as a method for 
conducting research 

 Read the impressions and 
questions generated in 
response to peers’ 
presentations

 Record prompts for further 
discussion

 Maintain a student-led 
conversation responding to 
peers’ presentations
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Evaluate: In 
Action 2

Students will
 Evaluate the guided inquiry 

process as a method for 
conducting research 

 Read the impressions and 
questions generated in 
response to peers’ 
presentations

 Record prompts for further 
discussion

 Maintain a student-led 
conversation responding to 
peers’ presentations

37



How will your students assess what went 
well and what problems they encountered in 
the research process?

• Evaluate achievement of 
learning goals

• Reflect on content
• Reflect on process
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Guided Inquiry Graphic Organizers and Rubrics
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Phase Purpose Graphic Organizer

• Invitation to inquiry
• Open minds
• Stimulate curiosity

"Activism, Everywhere" Graphic Organizer

• Build background knowledge
• Connect to content
• Discover interesting ideas

Small Acts Note catcher

• Explore interesting ideas
• Look around
• Dip in

Explore Notetaking Tool

• Pause and ponder
• Identify inquiry question
• Decide direction

Building Your Guiding Question Organizer

• Gather important information
• Go broad
• Go deep

Activism Choice Board
Activism Project Proposal

• Reflect on learning
• Go beyond facts to make meaning
• Create to communicate

Activism Project Rubric

• Evaluate achievement of learning goals
• Reflect on content
• Reflect on process

Guided Inquiry Reflection Questions



Unit at a Glance: Standards Alignment
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Unit at a Glance: Standards Alignment 2
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Unit at a Glance: Standards Alignment 3
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What words come to mind when you think of 
students being assigned research?
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Resources
• Kulthau, Carol C., Leslie K. Maniotes, and Ann K. Caspari. 2012. Guided Inquiry Design: 

A Framework for Inquiry in Your School. Santa Barbara,CA: Libraries Unlimited.

• Maniotes, Leslie. 2013. “Stick-to-itiveness: Three Strategies to Achieve Persistence through 
Inquiry.” School Library Monthly 30 (2): 9-11.

• Maniotes, Leslie, and Carol Kulthau. 2014. “Making the Shift.” Knowledge Quest 43 (2): 8-17

• Maniotes, Leslie. 2017.Guided Inquiry Design in Action: High School. Santa Barbara,CA: Libraries 
Unlimited.

• Maniotes, Leslie, LaDawna Harrington, and Patrice Lambusta. 2016. Guided Inquiry Design in 
Action: Middle School. Santa Barbara,CA: Libraries Unlimited.

• Rothstein, Dan and Luz Santana. 2013. Make One Change. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education 
Press.
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Disclaimer

• Reference within this presentation to any 
specific commercial or non-commercial 
product, process, or service by trade name, 
trademark, manufacturer or otherwise does 
not constitute or imply an endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the 
Virginia Department of Education.
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