
English SOL Conference
Kindergarten -Grade Two

August 9 -10, 2021
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Welcome!
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Teachers are Superheroes



K-2 ELA SOL Conference Presentations

Monday, August 9th

6:00-6:55 PM: VDOE General Session

7:00-7:55 PM: Redefining Balanced 
Literacy in Primary Classrooms 
Ellen Frackelton
Tamara Williams

8:00-8:55 PM: The Three /f/’s: Phonemic 
Awareness, Phonics, and Facing Facts 
about How We Learn To Read  
Dr. Jennifer McSweeney
Savannah Campbell

Tuesday, August 10th

6:00-6:55 PM: It's All Fun and Games-
Phonemic awareness
Carrie Leestma
Nicole Ball

7:00-7:55 PM: Reflecting on Reading
Liz Ross
Maureen Houser
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Address literacy instruction using a 
comprehensive approach

Support early literacy using evidenced 
based practices

Focus on essential skills in everyday 
instruction to address unfinished learning

Know where to access resources and 
guidance

5

This Year’s Goals for Teaching Literacy



Comprehensive Literacy
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A Comprehensive Approach to Literacy

Thematic Unit Planning promotes
Opportunity for: 

● Relevant topics that interest 
YOUR students and community

● Current events that are important 
to YOUR students and 
community

● Concepts that relate to YOUR 
students and community 

● New ideas, points of view, 
questions, conversations, self-
expression to which YOUR 
students are unfamiliar

promotes

● Student choice
● Integration of the 4 

Strands
● Focus on skills
● Spiral of essential skills
● Background knowledge
● Virginia’s 5 C’s 
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Variety of Texts

Highlight 
historical and 
scientific topics

Provide common 
understanding and 
background 
knowledge  

Scaffold for future 
comprehension

Explore different 
people, cultures, 
and traditions.
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Student -driven Research

Allow for 
exploration of  
topics within a 
current theme or 
unit of study

Provide 
opportunities that 
are frequent and 
ongoing 

Make research a 
part of the learning 
process through 
student-generated 
questions and 
topics
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Self -expression Through Communication & Writing

Allow for reflection 
before, during, and 
after reading through 
discussion, drawing, 
and writing 

Model thinking and 
writing 

Provide feedback

Have variety and 
purpose



Comprehensive literacy
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● Relevance
● Student interest 
● Books students love
● Student choice
● Time in Text
● Foundational Skills
● Performance based 

learning

● Rigor 
● Complex texts
● Grade-level texts
● Distinguished writing
● Intentional text selection
● 5C’s
● Standards of Learning

Comprehensive Literacy Requires Both Sides
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Best Practices to 
Support Early Literacy



Recommendation 1 - Teach students academic 
language skills, including the use of inferential and 
narrative language, and vocabulary knowledge.

Recommendation 2 - Develop awareness of the 
segments of sound in speech and how they link to 
letters.

Recommendation 3 -Teach students to decode 
words, analyze word parts, and write and recognize 
words.

Recommendation 4 - Ensure that each student 
reads connected text every day to support reading 
accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.

Foorman, B., Beyler, N., Borradaile, K., Coyne, M., Denton, C. A., Dimino, J., Furgeson, J., Hayes, L., Henke, J., Justice, L., Keating, B., Lewis, W., 
Sattar, S., Streke, A., Wagner, R., & Wissel, S. (2016). Foundational skills to support reading for understanding in kindergarten through 3rd grade 
(NCEE 2016-4008). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute of Education Sciences, 
U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from the NCEE website: http://whatworks.ed.gov.

What Research Says About Foundational 
Literacy
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• Explicit and 
Systematic

• Readiness Skills
• Scope and Sequence
• Blending
• Dictation

International Literacy Association. (2019). Meeting the challenges of early 
literacy phonics instruction [Literacy leadership brief]. Newark, DE: Author

• Word Awareness

• High -Frequency Words

• Reading Connected Text

• Building vocabulary and 
background knowledge

What Research Says About Phonics
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What does this look like?
●Engage in conversations about 

text
●Prompt students for more details 

and more complex grammatical 
structures
●Model asking and answering 

inferential questions
●Using decodable texts
●Using sound boxes to do word 

building activities
●Model and practice blending, 

chunking, and sounding out

●Place hands on chin and paying 
attention to the number of times 
their chin moves down as they say 
words slowly 
●Hold up a finger for each 

syllable as they say a word 
●Blending syllables articulated by 

the teacher into a word
●Once students can break words 

into syllables, teach them to 
recognize even smaller units 
within a syllable, called onsets 
and rimes.
●Use the vocabulary of the skill



Graham, S., Bollinger, A., Booth Olson, C., D’Aoust, C., MacArthur, C., McCutchen, D., & Olinghouse, N.(2012).Teaching elementary school 
students to be effective writers: A practice guide (NCEE 2012- 4058). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional 
Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/ 
wwc/publications_reviews.aspx#pubsearch

What Research Says About Writing
Recommendation 1 -Provide daily time for students to 
write. 

Recommendation 2 - Teach students to use the writing 
process for a variety of purposes.

Recommendation 3 - Teach students to become fluent 
with handwriting, spelling, sentence construction, typing, 
and word processing. 

Recommendation 4 - Create an engaged community of 
writers.  
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What does this look like? 
●Time teaching writing
●Time to engage in writing tasks
●Time to reflect on what they are reading
●Tasks that model and engage students 

in the writing process
●Gradual release
●Utilize anchor charts to reinforce skills 

and strategies
●Teach and model pencil and letter 

formation

●Teach students how to construct 
sentences

●Provide choice and options
●Share teacher writing
●Opportunities to collaborate with other 

students
●Opportunities to share student writing
●Giving and receiving feedback from 

teachers and students



2021 PALS Updates
August 6, 2021 MEMO 217-21

Future Updates to the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) (PDF)
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https://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2021/217-21.pdf


PALS 
Revision

The Big 
Picture

●Bringing PALS -PreK, PALS-K, and PALS 1-3 into 
alignment with research of science of reading
⮚Adding language tasks
⮚Revising existing tasks
⮚Expanding to include español

●Expanding downward to 3 -year -olds 
●Adding vertical alignment so that growth can 

be measured
●Piloting begins Fall 2021
●Expected in classrooms by Fall 2024



Current PALS Assessment



PreK
Kindergarten

First – Third Grades

Reading Comprehension



PALS Revision Model 

3- and 4-year-olds

Print Concepts
Alphabet Knowledge
Phonological 
Awareness
Rapid Automatized 
Naming (4’s)
Emergent Writing
Oral Language

Kindergarten

Alphabet Knowledge
Phonological 
Awareness
Rapid Automatized 
Naming
Decoding and Encoding
Vocabulary and 
Language

First Grade-Third 
Grade

Phonological 
Awareness
Rapid Automatized 
Naming
Decoding and Encoding
Oral Reading Fluency
Vocabulary and 
Language



PALS

Visit us at https://pals.virginia.edu/



Essential Skills & 
Instructional Practices
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“What’s the Best Way to Address Unfinished 
Learning? It’s Not Remediation, Study Says”

https://www.edweek.org/teaching -learning/whats -the -best -way-to -address -
unfinished -learning -its -not -remediation -study -says/2021/05

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/whats-the-best-way-to-address-unfinished-learning-its-not-remediation-study-says/2021/05


Reading:
• Allow for student choice. 
• Provide opportunities for shared and 

independent reading.
• Focus on specific vocabulary from 

authentic texts.
• Use, compare, and contrast both 

fiction and nonfiction grade level 
texts.

• Provide variety of texts and media.
• Make connections between the 

intent of the author and  the content 
of the text.

Writing: 
• Model writing.
• Use mentor texts to model reading 

like writers and writing like readers.
• Engage in writing as a recursive 

process.
• Write for a variety of authentic 

purposes.
• Provide feedback through 

conferencing and in writing.

Research:
• Provide frequent and ongoing 

opportunities.
• Embed it in the learning process.
• Make it authentic and meaningful 

to students.
• Allow for student choice of topic, 

sources, or products.

Communication & Multimodal 
Literacies:

• Allow students to communicate their 
learning through a variety of 
modalities.

• Engage with an assortment of media 
that fits within a topic or theme.

• Provide opportunities to 
communicate, collaborate and 
engage critically with peers and a 
variety of texts.

K-12 Instructional 
Practices

Students need opportunities to
● read daily. 
● read texts of their 

choice.
● read extended pieces of 

text and grade level 
material. 

● read grade level text 
daily,including nonfiction 
and fiction pieces. 

When students are analyzing 
ideas in two texts and 
searching for textual evidence 
to support their conclusions, 
they are engaging in deeper 
learning and thinking critically.



Reading:
• Use phonetic principles to read and spell 

words
• Increase sight word vocabulary
• Focus on specific vocabulary from authentic 

texts
• Use a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts 

and media
• Develop phonological awareness skills
• Begin to identify and describe story 

elements

Writing: 
• Build a connection between oral and 

written language
• Understand that reading and writing 

develop together
• Write in a variety of forms to 

communicate ideas
• Begin to see writing as a process
• Use phonetic principles and sight word 

vocabularies to put ideas and thoughts 
on paper

• Begin to revise and edit 

Research:
• Develop an understanding of the research 

process
• Ask questions about topics of interest
• Gather information using available resources
• Begin to record information to share with 

others
• Understand that information can be 

gathered from a variety of sources such as 
photographs, people, and texts

Communication & 
Multimodal Literacies:

● Develop understanding of language 
and language structures

● Build and use listening and speaking 
vocabularies

● Participate in oral language activities 
(rhymes, songs, and stories)

● Develop rules, skills, and strategies 
for communication, and collaboration

K-2
Students need opportunities 
to:
● read daily. 
● read texts of their 

choice.
● read extended pieces of 

text and grade level 
material. 

● read fiction and 
nonfiction texts. 

When students are making 
connections between reading, 
writing, and communicating, 
they are engaging in deeper 
learning and critical thinking.



Addressing Unfinished Learning

Virginia Learns Anywhere

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/learns/virginia-learns.pdf#page=42
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/learns/index.shtml


Virginia Learns Anywhere: Language Arts Essentials (1 of 3)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/learns/virginia-learns.pdf#page=42
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/learns/virginia-learns.pdf#page=42
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Virginia Learns Anywhere Language Arts Essentials (2 of 3)
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Virginia Learns Anywhere Language Arts Essentials (3 of 3)



Addressing Unfinished Learning -Updated Logs

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/english/index.shtml#lip


VDOE 
Supports & Resources

33



Learning in Place Texts and Resources
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VDOE English Comprehensive Instructional Plans

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2017/eng-instruct-plans/index.shtml
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Key Features of Comprehensive Literacy Plans (1 of 3)

Materials
● An alphabet book
● (optional) several manipulatives 
such as beads, erasers, counters, 
bears, etc. for each student
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Key Features of Comprehensive Literacy Plans (2 of 3)
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Key Features of Comprehensive Literacy Plans (3 of 3)



VDOE Professional Development on Demand

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/english/professional_development/development-on-demand/index.shtml
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VDOE English Comprehensive Literacy 
Webinars

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/english/literacy-webinar-series.shtml
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Virginia Association of Teachers of English
Annual Conference 

Conference Registration

October 8 & 9
Charlottesville, VA

https://vate.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVhsIw85tLqDcwGLW7XQRCR4mK3EdEAhuQPjXp62BBW99t8w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Annual Conference - March 17-19 Crystal City, VA

https://www.vsra.org/
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Subscribe to TeacherDirect!

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADOE/signup/12266
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Join us for Family Literacy Night

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/english/literacy/family-literacy/index.shtml


Thank You!



Stay Connected!

Jill Nogueras
K-12 English Coordinator

Jill.Nogueras@doe.virginia.gov

Carmen Kurek
Elementary English/Reading Specialist

Carmen.Kurek@doe.virginia.gov

Colleen Cassada
Middle School English Specialist

Colleen.Cassada@doe.Virginia.gov

Assessment Office
Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov

#CommitToLitVA

mailto:Jill.Nogueras@doe.virginia.gov
mailto:Carmen.Kurek@doe.virginia.gov
mailto:Colleen.Cassada@doe.Virginia.gov
mailto:Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov


VDOE Disclaimer

Reference within this presentation to any specific 
commercial or non-commercial product, process, or 
service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer or 
otherwise does not constitute or imply an 
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the 
Virginia Department of Education. 
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